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The neo-slave narrative is an important development in American literary history and has serious revisionist
intentions at its foundation. This book examines how contemporary African American women writers have
shaped the genre. These authors have written neo-slave narratives to reinscribe history from the perspective
of the African American woman, most specifically the nineteenth century enslaved mother. The writers
considered in this study—Sherley Anne Williams, Toni Morrison, J. California Cooper, Gayl Jones, and
Octavia Butler—explore American slavery through the lens of gender, both to interrogate the myth that
enslaved women, denied the privilege of having a gender identity by the institution of slavery, were in fact
genderless, and to celebrate the acts of resistance which enabled enslaved women to mother in the fullest
sense of the term.

The volume begins with an overview of historical representations of slavery in America, from the slave
narrative itself to the revisionist scholarship of the 1960s. The book then examines several individual neo-
slave narratives, such as Margaret Walker's Jubilee (1966), Williams' Dessa Rose (1986), Morrison's Beloved
(1987), Cooper's Family (1991), Jones' Corregidora (1975), and Butler's Kindred (1979). What the women
in these novels have in common is the fact that they mother; what the writers have in common is a tendency
to utilize subversive strategies such as reversal, blurring, and the creation of myth to dramatize gender
identity and to highlight the varied nature of motherhood as enslaved women experienced it. The final
chapter evaluates the influence of the neo-slave narrative on American literature in general and on popular
perceptions and misperceptions of African American women.
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From reader reviews:

William White:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Black Women Writers and the
American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies)
will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Patricia Beall:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative:
Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily
to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Shirley Eagle:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity
Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) will give you new experience in examining
a book.

Susan Arnold:

Beside this kind of Black Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so
don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Black
Women Writers and the American Neo-Slave Narrative: Femininity Unfettered (Contributions in Afro-



American & African Studies) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring
beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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