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Edgar Allan Poe has long been viewed as an artist who was hopelessly out of step with his time. But as
Terence Whalen shows, America's most celebrated romantic outcast was in many ways the nation's most
representative commercial writer. Whalen explores the antebellum literary environment in which Poe
worked, an environment marked by economic conflict, political strife, and widespread foreboding over the
rise of a mass audience. The book shows that the publishing industry, far from being a passive backdrop to
writing, threatened to dominate all aspects of literary creation. Faced with financial hardship, Poe desperately
sought to escape what he called "the magazine prison-house" and "the horrid laws of political economy." By
placing Poe firmly in economic context, Whalen unfolds a new account of the relationship between literature
and capitalism in an age of momentous social change.

The book combines pathbreaking historical research with innovative literary theory. It includes the first
fully-documented account of Poe's response to American slavery and the first exposé of his plot to falsify
circulation figures. Whalen also provides a new explanation of Poe's ambivalence toward nationalism and
exploration, a detailed inquiry into the conflict between cryptography and common knowledge, and a general
theory of Poe's experiments with new literary forms such as the detective story. Finally, Whalen shows how
these experiments are directly linked to the dawn of the information age. This book redefines Poe's place in
American literature and casts new light on the emergence of a national culture before the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Natalie Hernandez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses. Try to the actual book Edgar
Allan Poe and the Masses as your buddy. It means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's
make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Gregory Mendoza:

This Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This particular Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses without we recognize teach the one who examining it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses can bring
once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even telephone. This Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses having very good arrangement in word
in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Amanda Kline:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot
of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jeremy Quick:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful photos on
there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Edgar Allan Poe and the Masses can make you really feel more interested to read.
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