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Of Dreams and Assassins is the urgent and rhythmic fourth novel of Malika Mokeddem, her second to
appear in English. Born in Algeria to a Bedouin family that had only recently become sedentary, Mokeddem
was raised on the stories of her grandmother, who encouraged her education at a time when girls did not go
to school. Though raised in a tolerant version of Islam, Mokeddem nevertheless felt the weight of custom
and tradition. Of Dreams and Assassins, though not strictly autobiographical, evokes through the beauty and
vastness and oppressive heat of the desert Mokeddem's early yearning for freedom. Through its heroine,
Kenza, and her simultaneous rebellion and immersion in the literary classics at a boarding school, the novel
dramatizes the possibilities for women to express their identities.

Kenza is an exile, first in her own society and later in France. Born during a visit to Montpellier in the year
of Algerian independence, she returns with her mother to Oran to find her father has taken another wife. Her
mother leaves alone, never to return. Kenza's subsequent search for herself through the mother she doesn't
know, told in a frank first-person narrative, mirrors the struggle of Algerian women to make a place in a
society that has stripped them of their rights in spite of their crucial participation in the war for
independence. Kenza's suffocating childhood in the house of her boisterous, leering father is broken only by
summers in the desert, where the dates "become golden brown and gleam like little clusters of suns that
mock the children." Eventually, Kenza, like Mokeddem herself, leaves her home to go to school in
Montpellier, because she can no longer tolerate life in Algeria.

Of Dreams and Assassins is a protest, against the subjugation of women in Algeria and the violence of the
last ten years, perpetrated by fundamentalist Muslim guerrillas. In exile, Kenza puts her hope in métissage,
the blending of cultures embodied by the character of Slim, her friend and confidant, who lives happily with
his mixed-race origins. Kenza's story dramatizes Mokeddem's belief that the future of Algeria lies in its
women and in education; only through liberation and education can the pain of Kenza's exile be redeemed.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

In other case, little people like to read book Of Dreams and Assassins (CARAF Books: Caribbean and
African Literature translated from the French). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
So long as we know about how is important a book Of Dreams and Assassins (CARAF Books: Caribbean
and African Literature translated from the French). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country
until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that.
In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Roger Thomas:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Of Dreams and Assassins (CARAF Books:
Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French) book because book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Ricky Dotson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Of Dreams and Assassins
(CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French), you could enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind
hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Yolanda Harris:

Beside this particular Of Dreams and Assassins (CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated
from the French) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry
if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Of Dreams and Assassins
(CARAF Books: Caribbean and African Literature translated from the French) because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this



book in addition to read it from now!
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