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In this book, Pulitzer Prize-winning poet C. K. Williams sets aside the mass of biography and literary
criticism that has accumulated around the work and person of Walt Whitman, and attempts to go back to
Leaves of Grass as he first encountered it, to explore why Whitman's epic "continues to inspire and
sometimes daunt" him. The result is a personal reassessment and appreciation of one master poet by another,
as well as an unconventional and brilliant introduction--or reintroduction--to Whitman.

In brief, thematic chapters with many quotations from Leaves of Grass, Williams explores the innovations,
originality, and sheer genius of the poetry that has become, as he puts it, "the unconscious" of much of the
poetry of America and the world. Williams pays particular attention to the music of Whitman's poetry, its
blazing perception and enormous human sympathy, its affecting anecdotes, and its vast cast of characters, as
well as to the radical nature of Whitman's first-person speaker, his liberating attitude toward sex, and his
unconventional ideas about death. While conveying the singularities of Whitman's work, Williams also
shows what Whitman had in common with other great poets of his time, such as Baudelaire, and the
powerful influence Whitman had on later poets such as Eliot and Pound.

Beautifully written and rich with insight, this is a book that refreshes our ability to see Whitman in all his
power.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Schmidt:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this On Whitman (Writers on Writers), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Bobby Miller:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read is actually On Whitman (Writers on Writers).

Arlene Farmer:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled On
Whitman (Writers on Writers) your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written
in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The On
Whitman (Writers on Writers) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Kenneth Copeland:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This On Whitman (Writers on
Writers) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?
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