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When Robert Louis Stevenson wrote his gothic horror story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, he based the house
of the genial doctor-turned-fiend on the home of John Hunter. The choice was understandable, for Hunter
was both widely acclaimed and greatly feared.
 
From humble origins, John Hunter rose to become the most famous anatomist and surgeon of the eighteenth
century. In an age when operations were crude, extremely painful, and often fatal, he rejected medieval
traditions to forge a revolution in surgery founded on pioneering scientific experiments. Using the
knowledge he gained from countless human dissections, Hunter worked to improve medical care for both the
poorest and the best-known figures of the era—including Sir Joshua Reynolds and the young Lord Byron.
 
An insatiable student of all life-forms, Hunter was also an expert naturalist. He kept exotic creatures in his
country menagerie and dissected the first animals brought back by Captain Cook from Australia. Ultimately
his research led him to expound highly controversial views on the age of the earth, as well as equally
heretical beliefs on the origins of life more than sixty years before Darwin published his famous theory.
 
Although a central figure of the Enlightenment, Hunter’s tireless quest for human corpses immersed him
deep in the sinister world of body snatching. He paid exorbitant sums for stolen cadavers and even plotted
successfully to steal the body of Charles Byrne, famous in his day as the “Irish giant.”
 
In The Knife Man, Wendy Moore unveils John Hunter’s murky and macabre world—a world characterized
by public hangings, secret expeditions to dank churchyards, and gruesome human dissections in pungent
attic rooms. This is a fascinating portrait of a remarkable pioneer and his determined struggle to haul surgery
out of the realms of meaningless superstitious ritual and into the dawn of modern medicine.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Morrison:

The book The Knife Man: The Extraordinary Life and Times of John Hunter, Father of Modern Surgery
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make studying a book The Knife Man: The Extraordinary Life and Times of John Hunter, Father of Modern
Surgery to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a
book The Knife Man: The Extraordinary Life and Times of John Hunter, Father of Modern Surgery. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this reserve?

David Lalonde:

This The Knife Man: The Extraordinary Life and Times of John Hunter, Father of Modern Surgery book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this
book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. That The Knife Man: The Extraordinary Life and Times of John
Hunter, Father of Modern Surgery without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The Knife Man: The Extraordinary Life and Times of John Hunter,
Father of Modern Surgery can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Knife Man: The Extraordinary Life
and Times of John Hunter, Father of Modern Surgery having good arrangement in word in addition to layout,
so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ryan Walker:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Knife Man:
The Extraordinary Life and Times of John Hunter, Father of Modern Surgery, you can tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
guide.

Stephen Morgan:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just



watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Knife Man: The
Extraordinary Life and Times of John Hunter, Father of Modern Surgery which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.
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