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As Italy emerged from World War II, the first women entered the national government. The 45 women who
became parliamentarians when Italian women were first entitled to vote in 1946 represented a "lost wave" of
feminist action, argues Molly Tambor.

In this work, Tambor reconstructs the role that these female politicians played in Italy's new democratic
Republic. They proved critical in ensuring that the new Constitution formally guaranteed the equality of all
citizens regardless of sex, translating the general constitutional guarantees into direct legislative rights and
protections. They used a specific electoral and legislative strategy, "constitutional rights feminism," to
construct an image of the female citizen as a bulwark of democracy. Mining existing tropes of femininity
such as the Resistance heroine, the working mother, the sacrificial Catholic, and the "mamma Italiana," they
searched for social consensus for women's equality that could reach across religious, ideological, and gender
divides. The political biographies of woman politicians are intertwined with the history of the laws they
created and helped pass, including paid maternity leave, the closing of state-run brothels, and women's right
to become judges.

Women politicians navigated gendered political identity as they picked and chose among competing models
of femininity in Cold War Italy. In so doing, The Lost Wave shows, they forged a political legacy that
affected the rights and opportunities of all Italian citizens.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel McCullough:

The book The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You should use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book The Lost Wave: Women
and Democracy in Postwar Italy being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open
and read a reserve The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

James Robbins:

Often the book The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can more readily to read the book.

Lynne Silva:

The Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy can be one of your basic books that are good idea.
All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Lost Wave: Women and
Democracy in Postwar Italy yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial considering.

Barbara Wheat:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you also
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims The
Lost Wave: Women and Democracy in Postwar Italy.
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