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What are ethnic groups? Are Deaf people who sign American Sign Language (ASL) an ethnic group? In The
People of the Eye, Deaf studies, history, cultural anthropology, genetics, sociology, and disability studies are
brought to bear as the authors compare the values, customs, and social organization of the Deaf World to
those in ethnic groups. Arguing against the common representation of ASL signers as a disability group, the
authors discuss the many challenges to Deaf ethnicity in this first book-length examination of these issues.
Stepping deeper into the debate around ethnicity status, The People of the Eye also describes, in a compelling
narrative, the story of the founding families of the Deaf World in the US. Tracing ancestry back hundreds of
years, the authors reveal that Deaf people's preference to marry other Deaf people led to the creation of Deaf
clans, and thus to shared ancestry and the discovery that most ASL signers are born into the Deaf World, and
many are kin.
In a major contribution to the historical record of Deaf people in the US, The People of the Eye portrays how
Deaf people- and hearing people, too- lived in early America. For those curious about their own ancestry in
relation to the Deaf World, the figures and an associated website present pedigrees for over two hundred
lineages that extend as many as three hundred years and are unique in genealogy research. The book contains
an every-name index to the pedigrees, providing a rich resource for anyone who is interested in Deaf culture.
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From reader reviews:

James Peters:

With other case, little persons like to read book The People of the Eye: Deaf Ethnicity and Ancestry
(Perspectives on Deafness). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important the book The People of the Eye: Deaf Ethnicity and Ancestry (Perspectives on
Deafness). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed
up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Matthew Sewell:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The People of the Eye: Deaf Ethnicity and Ancestry (Perspectives on Deafness), it is possible to
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a book.

Paul Horn:

Beside this specific The People of the Eye: Deaf Ethnicity and Ancestry (Perspectives on Deafness) in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The People of the Eye: Deaf Ethnicity and Ancestry
(Perspectives on Deafness) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Robin Lawrence:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your



understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
People of the Eye: Deaf Ethnicity and Ancestry (Perspectives on Deafness) when you necessary it?
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