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In the wake of World War II, the paintings of Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko, Barnett Newman, Willem de
Kooning, and other New York School artists participated in a culture-wide initiative to reimagine the self. At
a time when widely held beliefs about human nature and the human condition were coming to seem to many
commentators increasingly outdated and inadequate, Abstract Expressionism gave compelling visual form to
a new subjectivity-a new experience and idea of self. In this original and wide-ranging study, Michael Leja
argues that the interest of these artists in tapping "primitive" and unconscious components of self aligns them
with many contemporary essayists, Hollywood filmmakers, journalists, and popular philosophers who were
turning, like the artists, to psychology, anthropology, and philosophy in the effort to reformulate individual
identity. Taking Pollock's paintings and their reception as a case study, Leja shows that critics located in
Pollock's abstract forms a web of metaphors-including spatial entrapment, conflicted production, energy
flow, gendered opposition, and unconsciousness-that situated the paintings in mainstream cultural discourses
on the individual's sense of self and identity. In this interpretative frame, the cultural and ideological
character of the art is illuminated. According to Leja, Abstract Expressionism effectively enacted and
represented the new, conflicted, layered subjectivity, a feature that helps to account for the support and
interest it garnered from cultural and political institutions alike.
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From reader reviews:

John Lee:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Reframing
Abstract Expressionism: Subjectivity and Painting in the 1940s? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Carl Guerra:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Reframing Abstract Expressionism: Subjectivity
and Painting in the 1940s has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Reframing Abstract Expressionism:
Subjectivity and Painting in the 1940s is not only giving you far more new information but also to become
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try
to make relationship while using book Reframing Abstract Expressionism: Subjectivity and Painting in the
1940s. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Marylou Standley:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Reframing Abstract Expressionism:
Subjectivity and Painting in the 1940s is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Adam Tonn:

Beside this particular Reframing Abstract Expressionism: Subjectivity and Painting in the 1940s in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Reframing Abstract Expressionism:
Subjectivity and Painting in the 1940s because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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