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Since the 1980s, when the War on Drugs kicked into high gear and prison populations soared, the increase in
women’s rate of incarceration has steadily outpaced that of men. As a result, women’s prisons in the US
have suffered perhaps the most drastically from the overcrowding and recurrent budget crises that have
plagued the penal system since harsher drugs laws came into effect. In Breaking Women, Jill A. McCorkel
draws upon four years of on-the-ground research in a major US women’s prison to uncover why tougher
drug policies have so greatly affected those incarcerated there, and how the very nature of punishment in
women’s detention centers has been deeply altered as a result.
 
Through compelling interviews with prisoners and state personnel, McCorkel reveals that popular so-called
“habilitation” drug treatment programs force women to accept a view of themselves as inherently damaged,
aberrant addicts in order to secure an earlier release. These programs were created as a way to enact stricter
punishments on female drug offenders while remaining sensitive to their perceived feminine needs for
treatment, yet they instead work to enforce stereotypes of deviancy that ultimately humiliate and degrade the
women. The prisoners are left feeling lost and alienated in the end, and many never truly address their
addiction as the programs’ organizers may have hoped. A fascinating and yet sobering study, Breaking
Women foregrounds the gendered and racialized assumptions behind tough-on-crime policies while offering
a vivid account of how the contemporary penal system impacts individual lives.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of
Imprisonment.

Margaret Chambers:

The publication untitled Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment is the guide
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Paul Evans:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the
New Politics of Imprisonment publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Breaking
Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment as good book not merely by the cover but also
from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Kenneth Rogers:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from
it. It is referred to as of book Breaking Women: Gender, Race, and the New Politics of Imprisonment. You
can include your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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