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Prevalent among classicists today is the notion that Greeks, Romans, and Jews enhanced their own self-
perception by contrasting themselves with the so-called Other--Egyptians, Phoenicians, Ethiopians, Gauls,
and other foreigners--frequently through hostile stereotypes, distortions, and caricature. In this provocative
book, Erich Gruen demonstrates how the ancients found connections rather than contrasts, how they
expressed admiration for the achievements and principles of other societies, and how they discerned--and
even invented--kinship relations and shared roots with diverse peoples.

Gruen shows how the ancients incorporated the traditions of foreign nations, and imagined blood ties and
associations with distant cultures through myth, legend, and fictive histories. He looks at a host of creative
tales, including those describing the founding of Thebes by the Phoenician Cadmus, Rome's embrace of
Trojan and Arcadian origins, and Abraham as ancestor to the Spartans. Gruen gives in-depth readings of
major texts by Aeschylus, Herodotus, Xenophon, Plutarch, Julius Caesar, Tacitus, and others, in addition to
portions of the Hebrew Bible, revealing how they offer richly nuanced portraits of the alien that go well
beyond stereotypes and caricature.

Providing extraordinary insight into the ancient world, this controversial book explores how ancient attitudes
toward the Other often expressed mutuality and connection, and not simply contrast and alienation.
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From reader reviews:
Federico Crouch:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
awalk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Rethinking the
Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures)? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree
with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Louis McCarthy:

The event that you get from Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) could be the more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical

L ectures) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveystheir point in certain way that
can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that Rethinking the
Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) instantly.

Emery Flores:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical

L ectures) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Rethinking the Other
in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading that.

Leigh Harris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source thisfilled update of
news. With this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Rethinking the Other in Antiquity (Martin Classical Lectures) when you necessary it?
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