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“From this century, in France, three names will remain: de Gaulle, Picasso, and Chanel.” –André
Malraux

Coco Chanel created the look of the modern woman and was the high priestess of couture.

She believed in simplicity, and elegance, and freed women from the tyranny of fashion. She inspired women
to take off their bone corsets and cut their hair. She used ordinary jersey as couture fabric, elevated the
waistline, and created bell-bottom trousers, trench coats, and turtleneck sweaters.

In the 1920s, when Chanel employed more than two thousand people in her workrooms, she had amassed a
personal fortune of $15 million and went on to create an empire.

Jean Cocteau once said of Chanel that she had the head of “a little black swan.” And, added Colette, “the
heart of a little black bull.”

At the start of World War II, Chanel closed down her couture house and went across the street to live at the
Hôtel Ritz. Picasso, her friend, called her “one of the most sensible women in Europe.” She remained at the
Ritz for the duration of the war, and after, went on to Switzerland.

For more than half a century, Chanel’s life from 1941 to 1954 has been shrouded in vagueness and rumor,
mystery and myth. Neither Chanel nor her many biographers have ever told the full story of these years.

Now Hal Vaughan, in this explosive narrative—part suspense thriller, part wartime portrait—fully pieces
together the hidden years of Gabrielle “Coco” Chanel’s life, from the Nazi occupation of Paris to the
aftermath of World War II.

Vaughan reveals the truth of Chanel’s long-whispered collaboration with Hitler’s high-ranking officials in
occupied Paris from 1940 to 1944. He writes in detail of her decades-long affair with Baron Hans Günther
von Dincklage, “Spatz” (“sparrow” in English), described in most Chanel biographies as being an innocuous,
English-speaking tennis player, playboy, and harmless dupe—a loyal German soldier and diplomat serving
his mother country and not a member of the Nazi party.

In Vaughan’s absorbing, meticulously researched book, Dincklage is revealed to have been a Nazi master
spy and German military intelligence agent who ran a spy ring in the Mediterranean and in Paris and
reported directly to Nazi propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels, right hand to Hitler.

The book pieces together how Coco Chanel became a German intelligence operative; how and why she was
enlisted in a number of spy missions; how she escaped arrest in France after the war, despite her activities
being known to the Gaullist intelligence network; how she fled to Switzerland for a nine-year exile with her
lover Dincklage. And how, despite the French court’s opening a case concerning Chanel’s espionage
activities during the war, she was able to return to Paris at age seventy and triumphantly resurrect and
reinvent herself—and rebuild what has become the iconic House of Chanel.



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Lola Paolucci:

This book untitled Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Eduardo Ford:

Exactly why? Because this Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will
give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Katrina Scofield:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
personally is Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's Secret War this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Robert Banks:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Sleeping with the Enemy: Coco Chanel's
Secret War can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?
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