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For six hundred years, the nations of Europe and North America have periodically attempted to coerce,
invade, or conquer other societies. They have relied on their superior technology to do so, yet these
technologies have not always guaranteed success. Power over Peoples examines Western imperialism's
complex relationship with technology, from the first Portuguese ships that ventured down the coast of Africa
in the 1430s to America's conflicts in the Middle East today.

Why did the sailing vessels that gave the Portuguese a century-long advantage in the Indian Ocean fail to
overcome Muslim galleys in the Red Sea? Why were the same weapons and methods that the Spanish used
to conquer Mexico and Peru ineffective in Chile and Africa? Why didn't America's overwhelming air power
assure success in Iraq and Afghanistan? In Power over Peoples, Daniel Headrick traces the evolution of
Western technologies--from muskets and galleons to jet planes and smart bombs--and sheds light on the
environmental and social factors that have brought victory in some cases and unforeseen defeat in others. He
shows how superior technology translates into greater power over nature and sometimes even other peoples,
yet how technological superiority is no guarantee of success in imperialist ventures--because the technology
only delivers results in a specific environment, or because the society being attacked responds in unexpected
ways.

Breathtaking in scope, Power over Peoples is a revealing history of technological innovation, its promise and
limitations, and its central role in the rise and fall of empire.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Power over Peoples: Technology,
Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the
Western World), you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known as
reading friends.

Cleveland Wheeler:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is Power over Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism,
1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History of the Western World) this guide consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Shannon Bland:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Power over Peoples:
Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton Economic History
of the Western World) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Joseph Blackwell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.



Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Power over
Peoples: Technology, Environments, and Western Imperialism, 1400 to the Present (The Princeton
Economic History of the Western World).
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