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The Sacred Harp, a tunebook that first appeared in 1844, has stood as a model of early American musical
culture for most of this century. Tunebooks such as this, printed in shape notes for public singing and singing
schools, followed the New England tradition of singing hymns and Psalms from printed music. Nineteeth-
century Americans were inundated by such books, but only the popularity of The Sacred Harp has endured
throughout the twentieth century.

With this tunebook as his focus, John Bealle surveys definitive moments in American musical history, from
the lively singing schools of the New England Puritans to the dramatic theological crises that split New
England Congregationalism, from the rise of the genteel urban mainstream in frontier Cincinnati to the bold
"New South" movement that sought to transform the southern economy, from the nostalgic culture-writing
era of the Great Depression to the post-World War II folksong revival.

Although Bealle finds that much has changed in the last century, the custodians of the tradition of Sacred
Harp singing have kept it alive and accessible in an increasingly diverse cultural marketplace. Public
Worship, Private Faith is a thorough and readable analysis of the historical, social, musical, theological, and
textual factors that have contributed to the endurance of Sacred Harp singing.
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From reader reviews:

Dwight Richardson:

The book Public Worship, Private Faith: Sacred Harp and American Folksong can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing
like a book Public Worship, Private Faith: Sacred Harp and American Folksong? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Public Worship, Private Faith: Sacred Harp and
American Folksong has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Harris:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Public Worship, Private Faith:
Sacred Harp and American Folksong can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Keith Kemp:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Public Worship, Private Faith:
Sacred Harp and American Folksong as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Public Worship, Private Faith: Sacred Harp and American
Folksong to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Craig Rushing:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Public Worship, Private
Faith: Sacred Harp and American Folksong.
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